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At Home and Abroad

Alas ! how honour leaves our German lands !

WALTER VON DER VOGELWEIDE,  1213

No nation is so conscious as the German of the worth of
other nations, and it is, alas ! but little regarded by most of
them, precisely because of this ductility. It seems to me that
the other nations are right; a nation that seeks to please
all deserves to be despised by all.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,  1779

The healthy appetite of our ancestors for food seems now
to have been transformed into a not quite so healthy appetite
for reading; and just as formerly the Spaniards used to
assemble in order to watch the Germans eat, so foreigners
come to us now in order to watch us studying.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,  1789

Our altars, whereupon we sacrifice and burn incense, are
portable altars, with which we go peddling in foreign lands,
in order to set them down before no matter what gods.

JEAN PAUL FR.  RICHTER,  1809

The folly of empty arrogance in respect of purely conven-
tional privileges, the vaingloriousness of hollow vanity, the
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